INDIAN RECREATIONS.

iiicnt is death. They go naked; but being con*
fidered as fanclified perfons, the women approach
them \\ithout fcruple, nor is it thought that their
modcfty fhould be offended at it* Huibands, whofe
wives are barren, folicit them to come to their
houfes, or fend their wives to worfliip at the tem-
ples ; and It is believed that the ceremonies obfcrved
on thefe occafions are productive of the dcfired ef~
feft V

HOWEVER difcordant fuch rites may appear to
European notions of decorum, they are by no means
fingular in the annals of fuperftition. The figure of
Phallus was confecrated to Qfms and to Bacchus:
at the feftivals of the former it was carried by the
women of Egypt, as the figure of Lingam is at pre-
JTent by the women of India*

THE ceremonies connected with marriage are ex-
tremely numerous, and muft prove expensive to the
poor. They commence in the infancy of the par-
ties, and arc again renewed when the bride arrives
at the age of puberty: another fet of obfervances?
are gone through when fhe becomes pregnant; others
ftill w&en fhe paffes the feventh month without acdU
dent; and laftly thankfgiving is returned to the goda
for he fafe delivery* Among the rich, feme of thefe
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* Sketches of the manners and customs of the Hbdoos>
*ol. u. p. ar.